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The Quiet Leadership of Correctional Nurses

Correctional nurses rarely think of themselves as leaders.
We don’t have the titles, the corner offices, or the visible
authority that people often associate with leadership. But
every day behind the wall, correctional nurses lead in ways
that profoundly shape patient care, safety, and the culture
of the facility.

Leadership begins the moment we step onto the unit. We
are often the first to notice subtle changes in an
incarcerated person’s condition, the first to ask the extra
question, and the first to advocate when something doesn’t
look right. This kind of clinical vigilance may not be flashy,
but it saves lives. Quiet leadership is knowing when to
persist, when to escalate care, and when to stand your
ground because a patient’s well-being depends on it.

Correctional nurses also lead through presence. The way we
communicate with respect, calmness, and consistency sets
the tone for every encounter. Inside a tightly controlled
environment, emotions can rise quickly. A nurse who
maintains steady compassion can de-escalate tension long
before it becomes a safety issue. That steadiness teaches
others how to respond, whether they realize it or not.

Our leadership shows up in teamwork, too. We collaborate
with custody staff, support new nurses, and model
professionalism for students and agency personnel who
may be stepping into corrections for the first time. When
we explain why a symptom matters, why a medication
can’t be skipped, or why a patient’s concern deserves
attention, we’re shaping a safer, more informed
environment.

And perhaps most importantly, correctional nurses lead by
example. We demonstrate ethical practice in a setting
where resources are stretched thin and  shortcuts may be
tempting. We treat every patient with dignity because that
is what nursing demands. In doing so, we influence a
culture where humanity can still thrive, even within
concrete and steel.

Quiet leadership doesn’t rely on recognition. It grows from
integrity, skill, and the steady belief that our actions matter.
Behind the wall, they unquestionably do.

If you practice correctional nursing, know this: you lead
every day. You guide care, safety, and compassion in one of
healthcare’s most challenging settings. You may not wear
the title, but your leadership is felt in your patients’ trust,
your colleagues’ respect, and the countless moments when
your voice, your advocacy, or your vigilance makes all the
difference.

Newsworthy Notes

Upcoming Conferences 

NCCHC Fall Virtual Conference is available December 10-
11th live, and then recorded through January 30, 2026.  

The American Correctional Association will hold its Winter
Conference February 5-8, 2026 in Long Beach, CA.

The NCCHC Spring Conference will be held in New Orleans,
LA April 18-21, 2026. 

The American Jail Association will hold it's Annual
Conference and Jail Expo in Milwaukee, WI, from May 16-20,
2026.

Upcoming Educational Opportunities at the ACNA

Remember the American Correctional Nurses Association
offers monthly webinars that are accredited to provide
continuing education hours to attendees.  These webinars
are FREE to members, and $20 to non-members.  Past
webinars are also available On-Demand.  

CorrectionalNurse.Net

This month at CorrectionalNurse.Net we will discuss the importance
of following-up on vital signs  that are outside of expected
parameters and professional topics like The 2025 ANA Code of Ethics
Provision 9.

As  always, announcements for new blog posts will be posted on
our FaceBook pages and on Instagram.

Please FOLLOW US and check back often to ensure that you get
notification of new posts!

VISIT CORRECTIONALNURSE.NET NOW

Correctional Nurse Educator

This month our 50% off class is Pregnancy for the Correctional Nurse. 
I hope you enjoy it!  

New Learning Opportunities at CNE
Don't forget we have new classes available at The Correctional Nurse
Educator.   These new courses and updates reflect the challenges
correctional nurses face daily and provide the knowledge and skills to
meet them with confidence.

Remember, The Correctional Nurse Educator will work with your
group to provide quality, accredited continuing education classes at a
discounted and affordable cost that are specifically for Correctional
Nurses.

VISIT THE CORRECTIONAL NURSE EDUCATOR NOW

Nursing Behind the Wall

This month at Nursing Behind the Wall  you will meet Mr. Howard, a
gentleman with foot pain.

 

Starting in January 2026, our monthly case studies will look a little
different as we adopt a new way to "report" our patients.  Please take
a minute and let me know your thoughts on our new format!

VISIT NURSING BEHIND THE WALL NOW

In closing, I appreciate you taking the time to read this newsletter,
and I hope that you will find our sites interesting and
educational.    Our profession of Correctional Nursing is unique and
sometimes challenging, but always very important to our
patients.  The impact we make is far-reaching, even if it is not always
evident as we care for our patients.  I have ALWAYS been proud to say
that I am a Correctional Nurse – I hope that you are as well! 

Inspiration

Correctional HealthCare Consultants LLC

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc3MzYmZD1tOWQwZjh4.77A2eaRlt3yplzCpH5lgwFlYkeGYK2-tW3cckDzm9UI
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc3NDEmZD1yN3UyejBj.I1OL1-uDB3Hk1UBmns7c8UISFmcN7Bl-3jFCMv5w0yQ
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc3NDUmZD15OXQ0ejBy._8C7HN99CwcdONCNp6ZHLXiDReCzoykKyle9YLppEx0
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc3NDkmZD12MmM4bTJl.pgAYPhkcZTjjukDhAy6J9z0XEuvECkq1JiFUQZ317tA
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc3NTImZD1vM2IweTBu.iC7zS2lI98jlKtXcex4LgKR70oCx8JM0ykZUw2IIz_Y
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc3NTMmZD15MWs4ZzFy.TZOnOKgrak5jmi6ec1qH12Gty_8rffDmUoNu0YnfTBo
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODgwMDcmZD15N3k5ZjRq.dOnuBo-f7mZy0Cby2-LmASHg7o85jNG-n117ZmfBuPQ
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc2ODAmZD1vMmw1bDVz.vzylhJqiDuJg_S6DkQRFtcSnc6EJeVVmRNfIxTlO2pg
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc2OTcmZD1sNXg0cjVj.EeKMv_bs-2FwPZi4RRlrxYtE59BFFj-fs7DfDFHAK3k
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc3MzImZD1mOGY5ZTlr.y14WVSsa60sji5XYjmLTjKAS4DoH_BLYVA_oHrj1AwE
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc1NzUmZD1kM28yZjhm.Ra_aUWETOd3-fb7s4WjRdQrQ9r653Ejpip01rnptHzI
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc1ODImZD1vOWYwcThk.W8Xk_Hw7WpIZObRMCsf-b4S-GSeXdh4WJxFODBFbnes
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc1ODkmZD1vN28yYTR6.eXTU4GmRlUqND9L6hFhyJ9aY94CZ1IkXDWMEESDQ0N0
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc2MDAmZD10N2o4bTRz.JAXe-vjlRuRvhW08SLLVpByIHT_hNsBe4NP6gYzdkSY
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc2MTEmZD1wOGM2dDhl.YRf5YL4_xzEI0FDRC5FC3lDXkwOkE7xdP8c0oOUhVNE
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc2MjMmZD1nNnI5ZjVu.a5Jc6pI5vktrkkVfVlrklUQ8LGw8CMt5vIhOTSaPAq8
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc2MjkmZD1uMHQ5bTFz.93ndMNvilZt8bzxKCvo6dUkKVjWB3g7DcIA4WLvjm-s
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc2NDAmZD13M2o5ZTBj.0tcMDOw8d_ISxhjrmoJvjCITJMKDC5Ufni9emIi7w80
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc2NTEmZD1yOHg3YjRv.wI3-I3ncunQ0cud5AsBjpRPRgQnJRtU-hLQL39UPZjY
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc2NjAmZD10Nmw0ZzVx.TC9nHAPX5wrfYEYFOIoRtymullAT9v3god6Yk9nse20
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc2ODcmZD11MWQzcjZs.bJiZWG08nGz8F1jl35jX_kw-e3OCKITjSVO6gewsq6U
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc3MDcmZD1sOXI4YjJz.Uoi7NWYRzZDu_Xwv143cAu4FJCB_cegUApIXG4IJPo8
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yODkxNTAwNzgxNTc0Mjk3MzEzJmM9ZzNsMyZiPTE1MDA0ODc3MTMmZD13MGk3ZTJ0.z1CXG7oPtkYVzfizzE7O-UzfiASpVbECN3xImFAg7Ao

