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The Safety Net Behind the Wall

Over the past 30 years in correctional nursing, I have lost
count of the number of patients who have told me, "I
haven't seen a healthcare provider in years." Some arrive
with chronic conditions that have gone untreated for
months or even decades. Others have struggled with
mental illness, substance use disorders, homelessness,
poverty, or a combination of challenges that made
accessing healthcare difficult long before they entered a
correctional facility.

These encounters have reminded me time and again that
correctional nurses serve as an important healthcare safety
net. When most people think about correctional nursing,
they often think about medication administration,
emergency responses, and intake screenings. While those
are certainly important parts of our practice, our role
extends far beyond those tasks. Every day, correctional
nurses assess patients, identify previously unrecognized
health concerns, provide education, advocate for
appropriate care, and help patients navigate complex
medical and mental health conditions.

For many incarcerated persons, correctional healthcare
may be the first consistent healthcare they have received in
years. We are often the first healthcare professionals to
recognize uncontrolled diabetes, untreated hypertension,
significant mental health concerns, substance withdrawal,
infectious diseases, or symptoms that require urgent
evaluation. Sometimes a simple nursing assessment
uncovers a condition that may have otherwise continued
unnoticed until it became a serious medical emergency.

What I find particularly meaningful is that our impact often
extends well beyond incarceration. Every time we teach a
patient about managing blood pressure, understanding
medications, recognizing warning signs of illness, or caring
for a chronic condition, we are providing knowledge that
can continue to benefit that individual long after release.
Patient education is one of the most powerful tools
correctional nurses possess, and it is a contribution that is
sometimes overlooked when discussing our specialty.

Correctional nursing is not always easy. We practice in an
environment where healthcare and security must work
together. We care for patients with complex medical,
mental health, and social needs. We frequently make
important clinical decisions with limited information and
must rely on our assessment skills, critical thinking, and
professional judgment, all the while being mindful of our
scope of practice.

Yet these challenges are also what make correctional
nursing such a remarkable specialty. Every day, correctional
nurses have opportunities to identify health concerns,
improve outcomes, reduce suffering, and make a
meaningful difference in the lives of patients who are often
among the most underserved members of our
communities.

As I reflect on my years in correctional healthcare, I
continue to be inspired by the nurses who choose this
specialty and the care they provide. Much of our work
occurs out of the public eye, and many people may never
fully understand its value. But I do. And more than you
probably know, your patients do as well.

Thank you for being part of the healthcare safety net
behind the wall. Your assessments matter. Your advocacy
matters. Your patient education matters. Most importantly,
the care you provide matters.

Thank you for all you do.

Stay safe and stay well,
Lori

Newsworthy Notes

Upcoming Conferences 
 
The National Commission on Correctional Health Care will
hold its Mental Health Conference in Austin, TX July 18-20,
2026

The American Correctional Association will hold it's 156th
Congress of Correction in Pittsburgh, PA from July 30 - Aug
2, 2026

The WACHSA conference will be held in San Diego this year
- October 21-23, 2026.  Please join us in beautiful San Diego!

CorrectionalNurse.Net

This month at CorrectionalNurse.Net we will be discussing
 the communication skills. 

As always, announcements for new blog posts will be posted
on our FaceBook pages and on Instagram.

Please FOLLOW US and check back often to ensure that you
get notification of new posts!

VISIT CORRECTIONALNURSE.NET NOW

Correctional Nurse Educator

This month our 50% off class is Inmate Manipulation for the
Correctional Nurse.

New Learning Opportunities
Don't forget we have new classes available at The Correctional Nurse
Educator.   These new courses and updates reflect the challenges
correctional nurses face daily and provide the knowledge and skills to
meet them with confidence.

Remember, The Correctional Nurse Educator will work with your
group to provide quality, accredited continuing education classes at a
discounted and affordable cost that are specifically for Correctional
Nurses.

VISIT THE CORRECTIONAL NURSE EDUCATOR NOW

Nursing Behind the Wall

This month at Nursing Behind  the Wall   we will continue with our
new format for the clinical judgment case scenarios for 2026 with the
story of Mr. Lewis, a gentleman with elbow swelling.   Please  take a
minute and let me know your thoughts!

VISIT NURSING BEHIND THE WALL NOW

In closing, thank you for being part of this community and for taking
the time to read this newsletter. I hope you continue to find our sites
timely, practical, and meaningful to your work. Correctional nursing is
a distinct specialty, often complex, frequently challenging, and
critically important to the health and dignity of the patients we serve.
The care you provide has a lasting impact, even when it goes unseen
or unacknowledged. I have always been proud to say that I am a
correctional nurse, and I hope you carry that same sense of
professional pride in the vital work you do every day!

Inspiration

Correctional HealthCare Consultants LLC

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NzgmZD1tM3Q5Yzd6.ryafPTaTM2_e82F3-y9YTEQqZctkv8pID6AjHexzkj4
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NzkmZD1vOHg0cDFm.8Vn_JIixDOAiclLRC1lN5RUgssJ9ruAqp-jUJ8RXHfE
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3ODAmZD1nNnEydjR3._vcYfMKZtvXaWXcbjQUeDht-xE0RMOUvLHoZJGK-hHc
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3ODEmZD1tNmYzbDJ1.Lt2AJwn-DG0S1KiwDhhVUkPzRYo1zl__wHhWhM9sGwo
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3ODImZD1qMXE0YTBo.UdWGoB69LVzo4hOT7amY5f0ZVkUJo31j7H6A8xhQ9QE
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3ODMmZD1uMHExZjZq.vBqIEfSUDvQ_iKdAKvqH7tI0hkEV_8QUMEjflnyqTpo
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzMzNzkmZD14NHgxZzhh._PTPns7qUWG8DGqaLHnTKbjMDpANKCx2F8ERvcF8v0I
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NjkmZD11Nmk1ZTdh._tFX_5NQUVs07TkpcNrEKOxpg8zkcCJKUhMo5_Fj-10
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NzMmZD12Mng4YzZo.2XSI3iuJOVP4AqKjG7xa2GKd1fOUSTWMDUiEDCcsxD0
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NzcmZD15N2o1bDB0.KlCH56KhY96OROd1Vxwjj_VwkYRY-2hmsUJmTAIKSNY
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NTQmZD1jMHgzZTlp.oCQdGxVKIcF0ijDC0FAP6-q8_b869sHINtUzfDulbD4
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NTYmZD11M3c2cDN4.S7yQAxIkSop6ig8c8gvRvD8wAz15DGDOh464ednpX1k
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NTkmZD1iMXA4bzNw.oEkjw0zocMwSOSd__FJ_OEMPkJaB2VPov9cy5jTh04Q
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NjEmZD1qNHA4cDR0.WyFkc7BwPuYfTysUhe7BXQK4PGRbvVpvFBzGZtuAF7w
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NjMmZD1nNWU1bzN5.x3jeiPJYdJceVbE_PiI7v0BAXj8ukGEg-UQf_yGtv-8
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NjUmZD15MWkxYzdk.gASkslGNMYnSBY5Nj10_UZwl5fc_hCI5QCfpw_yO9mc
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NjYmZD12OXQ2ejd4.C6wq7p9qvJz25sPJ71C9ordY_vm3Qlo7WGmx4j0estI
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NjcmZD1vOGsyZzVn.fPfb7akmOpgvU0W8yj6Ykx9Vm5rKOljLSMJXIRyCzsc
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NzAmZD1uN2M3azdt.KoJD4PBcGScjkCazYtR1b9CrGP91wUWiuNSH-VemuAY
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NzEmZD16NWU3dzd5.6PZR76ndCuqHSBJ6CKY1zQP51fulHqvFMgF9023K7x0
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NzQmZD1mOGgxdzdk.BYrQOCEspbOWeWnE8ZENiRZGr8e2Ut3LLUkNh45_jtU
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0zMDI0MDk2OTM1OTMwNzYyOTA0JmM9eDBiOSZiPTE1NDYwMzI3NzUmZD16M240ZjRp.YUf0jgUDsFBs704pIvezSkJ77DhBtYJ3sIBrPdkciKg

